Chapter Six

PALESTINE
Distribution of Minorities

N official estimate of the total population of Palestine in
1944 gives the following figures for the different religious
communities:

A"

Moslems    ......    1,057,621

Jews.......      521,564

Christians......       134,599

Miscellaneous      .....        14,003

Total.....1,727,786

The Moslems are mainly Sunnis and Arabic-speaking, but
include two minorities, the ShTis, who number 4,100, and the
Caucasians, of whom there are 800* The communities classified
as 'Miscellaneous* include Druzes (9,148), Baha'is (350) and
Samaritans (183)*

The minorities form about 9 per cent of the total population,
13 per cent of the total non-Jewish population; 85 per cent of
the minority-population is Christian. The great majority of
the Christians are Arabic-speaking, the remainder speaking
Armenian or some European language; they are more or less
equally divided between Roman Catholics and Uniates on the
ooe hand, and noil-Catholics (Greek Orthodox, Armenian
Orthodox, Anglicans, etc.) on the other. The Caucasians have
their own dialects, the Baha'is are Persian-speaking by origin,
but both speak Arabic in addition.

The Table on p. 53 shows the geographical distribution of the
minorities, by districts and sub-districts, at the end of 1942.

Written Gwxraxtees

The fundamental rights of minorities are recognized by the
Mandate for Palestine. Article 2 guarantees the civil and religious
rights of all inhabitants of the country, whatever their race or
refigko. Article 9 requires the Mandatary Power to respect the
personal status and religious interests of the Tarioos communities,
provides for the jrtmiTiifitratiiQfi of Ws^jfe in conformity with
tfafe is sapplenaoited by Article 16, which permits